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[Chap.  131.] 

An  Act  to  Incorporate  the  Town  of  Merrimac. 

Be  it  enacted ,  as  follows  : 

Sect.  1.  All  the  territory  now  within  the  town  of 
Amesbury  in  the  county  of  Essex,  comprised  within  the 
following  limits,  that  is  to  say,  beginning  at  a  point  on 
the  Merrimac  River,  at  the  middle  of  the  mouth  of 
Pressey’s  Creek  (so  called),  thence  running  northerly  in 
a  straight  line  to  the  most  northerly  point  of  land  on 
the  southerly  side  of  Kimball’s  Pond,  thence  northwest¬ 
erly  in  a  straight  line  to  a  point  on  the  town  line  divid¬ 
ing  Amesbury  and  Newton,  New  Hampshire,  two  thou¬ 
sand  and  fifty  feet  west  from  the  monument  on  the 
state  line  dividing  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire, 
situated  on  a  road  leading  from  Newton  to  Amesbury 
and  near  the  house  of  Arthur  Robertshaw,  thence  west¬ 
erly,  south-westerly  and  south-easterly  as  the  present 
division  lines  run  between  the  said  town  of  Newton, 
city  of  Haverhill  and  said  town  of  Amesbury,  to  a  point 
on  the  Merrimac  River,  thence  easterly  by  the  Merrimac 
River  to  the  point  of  beginning  ;  is  hereby  incorporated 
into  a  town  by  the  name  of  Merrimac,  and  said  town  of 
Merrimac  is  hereby  invested  with  all  the  powers,  privi¬ 
leges,  rights  and  immunities,  and  is  subject  to  all  the 
duties  and  requisitions  to  which  other  towns  are  enti¬ 
tled  and  subjected  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this 
Commonwealth. 

Sect.  2.  The  inhabitants  of  said  town  of  Merrimac 
shall  pay  all  taxes  which  have  been  legally  assessed 
upon  them  by  said  town  of  Amesbury  ;  and  all  taxes 
heretofore  assessed  and  not  collected,  shall  be  collected 
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by  and  paid  to  the  proper  officers  of  said  town  of 
Amesbury,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  this  act  had  not 
been  passed.  And  until  the  next  state  valuation,  the 
proportion  of  state  and  county  taxes  to  be  assessed  upon 
said  towns  of  Amesbury  and  Merrimac  shall  be  ascer¬ 
tained  and  determined  by  the  last  valuation  of  said  town 
of  Amesbury,  and  the  assessors  of  said  town  of  Amesbury 
shall  make  return  of  said  valuation  and  of  the  propor¬ 
tions  thereof  in  said  towns  of  Amesbury  and  Merrimac 
respectively,  to  the  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  and 
to  the  commissioners  of  the  county  of  Essex. 

Sect.  3.  Said  towns  of  Amesbur}^  and  Merrimac 
shall  be  respectively  liable  for  the  support  of  all  persons 
who  now  are  or  shall  hereafter  be  in  need  of  relief  as 
paupers,  whose  settlements  were  gained,  whether  by 
original  acquisition  or  derivation,  within  their  respective 
limits  ;  and  said  town  of  Merrimac  shall  also  pay  annu¬ 
ally  to  said  town  of  Amesbury  two-fifths  of  the  costs 
paid  by  the  last  named  town  for  the  support  or  relief 
of  paupers  whose  settlements  were  acquired  therein  or 
derived’  from  a  settlement  acquired  therein  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  military  services  in  the  w'ar  of  the  rebellion  ; 
provided ,  that  the  person  who  rendered  such  military 
service  was  not  at  the  time  of  his  enlistment  an  inhabi¬ 
tant  of  said*  Amesbury. 

Sect.  4.  Said  town  of  Merrimac  shall  pay  annually 
to  the  town  of  Amesbury,  two-fifths  of  the  amount  paid 
by  said  town  of  Amesbury,  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
Essex  Merrimac  and  Rocks  bridges,  until  such  time  as 
a  new  apportionment  shall  be  made,  or  a  different  method 
adopted  for  the  maintenance  of  said  bridges. 

Sect.  5.  All  suits  or  proceedings  at  law  or  in  equity, 
where  the  cause  of  action  in  favor  of  or  against  the 
town  of  Amesbury  arose  before  the  passage  of  this  act, 
may  be  instituted  and  prosecuted,  or  defended,  as  the 
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case  may  be,  by  either  or  both  of  the  towns  of  Amesbury 
and  Merrimac  in  the  name  of  the  town  of  Amesbury  or 
of  the  inhabitants  thereof  in  their  corporate  capacity, 
in  the  same  manner  and  with  the  same  effect  as  the 
town  of  Amesbury  might  have  instituted  and  prosecuted 
or  defended  such  suits  or  proceedings  if  this  act  had 
not  been  passed;  and  the  net  amount  recovered  by  said 
town  of  Amesbury,  after  deducting  all  costs  and  expen¬ 
ses,  or  the  amount  ascertained  to  be  due  from  said 
town  in  any  such  suit  or  proceeding,  shall  be  divided 
between  the  towns  of  Amesbury  and  Merrimac  in  the 
proportion  that  the  public  property  and  debts  of  the 
town  of  Amesbury  are  required  to  be  divided  by  this 
act:  provided ,  that  neither  of  said  towns  shall  be  liable 
for  costs  to  the  other,  unless  it  appears  in  the  suit ;  nor 
shall  either  town,  unless  it  appears  in  the  suit,  be  liable 
for  costs  to  the  defendant  therein,  but  only  that  town 
which  appears  shall  be  so  liable  for  costs  ;  and  provided , 
further ,  that  nothing  in  this  section  shall  be  construed 
to  relieve  the  town  of  Merrimac  from  paying  to  the 
town  of  Amesbury  the  proportionate  part  prescribed  by 
this  act  of  costs  and  expenses  incurred  before  the  pas¬ 
sage  of  this  act  in  any  suit  or  proceeding  pending  at 
the  time  of  said  passage,  in  like  manner  as  is  provided 
in  this  act  for  other  debts  of.  the  town  of  Amesbury. 

Sect.  6.  The  corporate  property  belonging  to  said  town 
of  Amesbury  at  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  the  public 
debt  of  said  town  existing  at  said  date,  shall  be  divided 
between  said  towns  of  Amesbury  and  Merrimac  in  the 
following  manner,  viz.:  said  town  of  Merrimac  shall  re¬ 
ceive  two-fifths  of  said  corporate  property  and  shall  pay 
two-fifths  of  said  public  debts,  the  remaining  three-fifths 
of  said  property  to  be  received,  and  the  remaining  three- 
fifths  of  said  debts  to  be  paid  byr  said  town  of  Ames 
bury  ;  and  said  town  of  Merrimac  shall  receive  two-fifths 
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of  whatever  amount  may  be  hereafter  refunded  to  said 
town  of  Amesbury  from  the  state  or  the  United  States 
to  reimburse  said  town  of  Amesbury  for  bounties  to 
soldiers  or  state  aid  paid  to  soldiers’  families,  after  de¬ 
ducting  all  reasonable  expenses  ;  and  said  town  of  Mer- 
rimac  shall  bear  the  expense  of  making  the  survey  and 
establishing  the  line  between  said  towns. 

Sect.  7.  The  town  of  Merrimac  shall  pay  to  the  town 
of  Amesbury  two-fifths  of  the  “surplus  revenue”  when¬ 
ever  payment  of  the  same  shall  be  called  for  by  the 
government  of  the  United  States. 

Sect.  8.  The  town  of  Merrimac,  until  otherwise  pro¬ 
vided  by  law,  shall  continue  to  be  a  part  of  the  sixth 
congressional  district,  and  the  voters  of  said  town  shall 
vote  for  representatives  to  congress  at  meetings  in  said 
town  legally  called  for  the  purpose. 

Sect.  9.  The  town  of  Merrimac,  until  the  expiration 
of  the  present  political  }’ear,  for  the  purposes  of  any  ap¬ 
pointment  or  election  which  may  be  had  to  fill  a  va¬ 
cancy  arising  in  the  council,  senate,  or  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives,  shall  continue  to  be  a  part  of  the  fifth  coun¬ 
cil  district,  of  the  fourth  Essex  senatorial  district,  and 
of  the  first  Essex  representative  district ;  and  in  any 
'  election  to  fill  such  vacancy  the  voters  of  the  town  of 
Merrimac  shall  vote  at  meetings  in  said  town,  legally 
‘  called  for  that  purpose  ;  and  in  case  a  new  election  is 
ordered  during  the  present  political  year  to  fill  a  vacancy 
in  the  house  of  representatives  for  the  first  Essex  repre¬ 
sentative  district,  the  clerk  of  the  town  of  Merrimao 
shall  meet  with  the  clerks  of  the  towns  of  Amesbury, 
Salisbury,  and  West  Newbury,  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  the  result  of  said  election  and  of  making 

O  O 

certificates  of  the  same  at  a  meeting  to  be  held  at  noon 
on  the  day  following  said  election,  or  at  any  adjourn¬ 
ment  of  said  meeting,  according  to  law,  at  the  town 
clerk’s  office  in  Amesbury. 
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Sect.  10.  In  all  elections  held  within  the  present 
political  year,  or  afterwards,  for  members  of  the  council 
»  or  senate,  or  for  representatives  to  the  general  court, 
for  terms  of  service  beginning  after  the  expiration  of 
the  present  political  year,  the  town  of  Merrimac  shall 
be  a  part  of  the  same  council,  senatorial,  or  representa¬ 
tive  district  as  that  in  which  the  town  of  Amesbury 
may  be  lawfully  placed ;  and  the  voters  of  the  town  of 
Merrimac  shall  vote  in  such  elections  at  meetings  in 
said  town  legally  called  for  the  purpose  ;  and  the  clerk 
of  the  town  of  Merrimac  shall  meet  with  the  clerk  of 
the  town  of  Amesbury,  and  the  clerks  of  any  other 
town  or  towns  which  may  be  included  in  the  same  dis¬ 
trict  therewith,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  re¬ 
sult  of  said  election  and  of  making  certificates  of  the 
same,  at  a  meeting  to  be  held  at  noon  on  the  day  fol¬ 
lowing  said  election,  or  at  any  adjournment  of  said 
meeting,  according  to  law,  at  such  place  as  may  be 
duly  appointed. 

Sect.  11.  Any  justice  of  the  peace  within  and  for 
the  county  of  Essex,  may  issue  his  warrant,  directed 
to  any  inhabitant  of  the  town  of  Merrimac,  requiring 
him  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  thereof,  qualified 
to  vote  in  town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the  time  and  place 
therein  appointed,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  all  such 
town  officers  as  towns  are  by  law  authorized  and  re¬ 
quired  to  choose  at  their  annual  meetings ;  and  said 
warrant  shall  be  served  by  publishing  a  copy  thereof  in 
some  newspaper  printed  in  the  county  of  Essex,  and  by 
posting  up  copies  thereof,  all  attested  by  the  person  to 
whom  the  same  is  directed,  in  three  public  places  in  said 
town  of  Merrimac  seven  days  at  least  before  such  time  of 
meeting.  Such  justice,  or,  in  his  absence,  such  indi¬ 
vidual  required  to  notify  the  meeting,  shall  preside  until 
the  choice  of  a  moderator  in  said  meeting.  The  select- 
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men  of  the  town  of  Amesbury  shall,  before  said  meet¬ 
ing,  prepare  a  list  of  voters  in  said  town  of  Merrimac, 
qualified  to  vote  at  said  meeting,  and  shall  deliver  the 
same  to  the  person  presiding  at  such  meeting  before  the 
choice  of  a  moderator  thereof. 

Sect.  12.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 
[Approved  April  11,  1876. 


/ 


SELECTMEN’S  REPORT. 


SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS. 


PAID  FOR  TEACHING. 


F.  Wiggin,  High  School,  Merrimac  Center, 
Ellen  Gunnison,  “  “  a  “ 

Lindie  E.  Ladd,  Grammar  “  “ 

Annie  W.  Kelley,  “  “  “  “ 

Annie  W.  Kelley,  Inter.  “  “  (l 

Carrie  P.  Manning,  11  “  “  “ 

Anna  E.  Edwards,  Primary  “  11  “ 

W.  L.  Titus,  High  '  u  Merrimacport, 

J.  W.  Cheney,  “  11 

j  i 

Nellie  F.  Worthen,  Gram.  “  li 

Mary  A.  Tuson;  Primary  11  11 

Nellie  M.  Fowler,  school  at  Landing, 

Hattie  E.  Sargent,  u  Birch  Meadow, 

Maria  G.  Smiley,  “  Highlands, 

^nna  G.  Peabody,  t(  Bear  Hill. 

Total  for  teaching, 


$999  97 
35  10 
105  00 
220  00 
90  00 
165  00 
240  00 

339  46 
547  36 
297  49 
247  60 

158  40 

159  50 
154  00 

340  00 

$4,098  88 


SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS. 

W.  L.  Titus,  chemicals,  books,  and  cleaning  room,  $  14  40 
Joseph  W.  Sargent,  schoolbooks,  27  67 
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Frank  Wiggin,  schoolbooks, 

1  90 

H.  M.  Fowler,  care  of  school-house, 

82  50 

N.  M.  Fowler,  “  11 

4  25 

Ervin  Trefethern,  “  “ 

4  25 

F.  H.  Bird, 

9  50 

W.  H.  Fourtin,  “  “ 

6  15 

0.  F.  Seavey,  cash  paid  for  care  of  schoolhouses, 

68  05 

“  11  “  “  repairs  on  •  “ 

41  50 

“  “  “  cleaning  schoolrooms, 

n  n 

u  “  “  “  books,  stat’ry,  exp.,&c., 

2Y  86 

u  a  a  a 

26  49 

u  u  u  “  printing,  &c., 

8  00 

“  “  “  “  furniture,  &c., 

34  13 

“  “  “  “  painting  house  at  River, 

88  26 

0.  M.  Dinsmore,  “  “  clean?g  room  &  saw’g  wood,  6  48 

Blodgett  &  Davis,  coal, 

166  11 

Rand  &  Avery,  printing  diplomas, 

24  16 

0.  C.  Morse  &  Son,  printing, 

3  80 

Heath  Brothers,  repairs  on  schoolhouses, 

11  22 

W.  B.  Chapman,  “  “  “ 

5  11 

Wm.  M.  Merrill,  “  u  11 

1  00 

“  “  wood  for  “ 

31  SI 

G.  W.  Sargent,  “  “ 

21  00 

G.  S.  Hall,  cleaning  clock, 

1  00 

J.  W.  Cheney,  school-books, 

1  55 

James  Whittier,  repairs  on  schoolhouses. 

13  10 

John  H.  Cleary,  supplies  to  schools, 

1  55 

John  E.  Currier,  wood, 

4  00 

J.  W.  Gilford,  supplies, 

2  50 

“  “  repairs, 

2  00 

G.  S.  Prescott,  supplies, 

6  00 

J.  L.  Hammett,  “ 

14  25 

Total, 

$115  30 

Total  for  teaching  brought  forward, 

4,098  88 

Total  for  support  of  schools,  $4,814  18  • 
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SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 


City  of  Newburyport,  supplies  to  Caroline  Sargent,  $  84  88 
Z.  T.  Tuson,  exp.  in  care  of  N.  Florence  Carleton,  72  00 

Emerson  &  Howe,  medicine,  in  care  of  N.  Florence 

Carleton,  4  05 

H.  J.  Cushing,  M.  D,,  med.  atten.  on  N.  Florence 

Carleton,  31  00 

H.  J.  Cushing,  M.  D.,  med.  atten.  on  L.  Warner’s 

family,  20  00 

Emerson  &  Howe,  medicine  for  L.  Warner’s  family,  12  65 

J.  L.  Merrill,  supplies,  “  “  **  7  75 

Blodgett  &  Davis,  supplies  u  “  il  67  99 

lt  “  wood&coal  “  il  “  10  30 

C.  E.  Little,  supplies,  “  **  “  1  10 

J.  Ho  Cleary,  **  u  John  Jenkins,  29  72 

C.  E.  Little,  “  “  "  3  05 


F.  E.fLittle,  “  “  “  1  00 

H.  J.  Cushing,  M.  D.,  med.  atten.  on  Whalan  family,  7  00 

Blodgett  &  Davis,  coal  and  supplies  “  11  45  38 

B.  S.  Blake,  coffin  and  robes,  for  Whalen  children,  21  00 

G.  B.  Hoyt,  undertaker’s  services  “  “  6  00 

Edwin  Sargent,  teams  at  funeral  “  “  7  50 

G.  G.  Hurd,  Supt.,  board  and  clothing  D„  Shaw,  38  99 

Alex.  Smart,  paid  fare  from  Newb’y’pt,  “  50 

Blodgett  &  Davis,  coal  and  supplies  to  P.  Noon,  11  31 


“  wood,  coal,  &  supplies  to  John  Sargent,  39  56 


W.  M.  Merrill,  “ 

Blodgett  &  Davis,  coal 

c  u  (i 

u  a  a  a 

a  it  tt  n 

George  Whittier,  cash  paid, 


"  “  2  25 

M,  Burke,  8  50 
J.  C.  Parker,  19  89 
B.F. Parker,  jr,  16  63 
A.  Bailey,  42  36 

12  00 


Total, 


$574  36 
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The  above  amount  shows  only  what  has  been  paid  for  support 
of  poor  in  orders  drawn  by  the  Selectmen.  Bills  of  Amesbury 
in  addition  to  above  are  as  follows  : 

Poor  in  Almshouse,  $441  17 

Poor  out  of  Almshouse,  168  52 

$609  69 

Making  total  expense  of  poor  for  the  year,  $1,184  05 

By  an  arrangement  with  the  selectmen  of  Amesbury  the 
paupers  belonging  to  Merrimac,  and  inmates  of  the  Almshou  se 
at  the  time  of  the  division  of  the  town,  have  been  maintained 
there  at  the  actual  cost  of  maintaining  the  inmates. 

This  arrangement  ends  with  the  present  year. 

HIGHWAYS  AND  BRIDGES. 


A.  G.  Crane,  dist.  No.  1,  $  81  50 

W.  H,  Haskell,  dist.  No.  1,  90  65 

J.  M.  Wood,  “  “  675  37 

Fulton  Iron  Foundry,  dist.  No.  1,  25  42 

M.  S.  Gibbs,  dist.  No.  1,  drain,  27  15 

W.  H.  Blodgett,  dist.  No.  1,  .71  25 

W.  0.  Larkin,  “  No.  1,  bridge,  40  00 

J.  Handly,  11  No.  1,  7  25 

M.  S.  Gibbs,  dist.  No.  1,  steps  School  St.,  37  70 

J.  W.  Gifford,  dist.  No.  1,  nails  for  School  St.,  90 
W.  O.  Larkin,  “  11  16  50 

W.  B.  Chapman,  dist.  No.  1,  sewers  and 

drains,  52  79 


$1,126  48 

Blodgett  &  Davis,  dist.  No.  2,  $584  69 

G  W.  Sargent,  “  No.  2,  Duck  Hole 

Bridge,  7  00 


D.  W.  Morrill,  “  No.  2,  use  of  scraper,  1  25 


$592  94 


t 
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E.  M.  Morse,  dist.  No.  3, 

$257  46 

C.  H.  Nichols,  dist.  “  3, 

99  35 

$356  81 

Calvin  Sargent,  dist.  No.  4, 

$159  81 

$159  81 

Total, 

$2,236  04 

REMOVING  SNOW. 

Alex.  Smart, 

$16  72 

Blodgett  &  Davis, 

31  62 

E.  M.  Morse, 

36  80 

John  Evans, 

37  10 

¥.  H.  Blodgett, 

18  80 

Otis  Gray, 

2  60 

Calvin  Sargent, 

35  10 

Joshua  Currier, 

7  70 

John  C.  Bartlett, 

2  93 

Total,  including  snow-paths, 

$189  31 

$2,425  41 

TOWN  OFFICERS’  PAY. 

W.  H.  Haskell,  services  as  Selectman,  Assessor 

and  Overseer  of  Poor,  $150  00 

S.  S.  Blodgett,  services  as  Selectman,  Assessor 

and  Overseer  of  Poor,  100  00 

Alex.  Smart,  services  as  Selectman,  Assessor 

and  Overseer  of  Poor,  100  00 

W.  H.  Haskell,  Highway  Surveyor,  running  town 

lines,  and  Committee  on  division,  45  00 

S.  S.  Blodgett,  Highway  Surveyor,  running  town 

line,  and  Committee  on  division,  55  00 
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Alex.  Smart,  Highway  Surveyor,  running  town 

lines,  and  Committee  on  division,  50  00 

E.  M  Bartlett,  S.  Com.  and  taking  census  of  scholars,  20  20 

O.  F.  Seavey,  “  “  “  “  “  “  56  00 

C.  M.  Dinsmore,  “  11  “  “  “  11  55  00 

Wm,  H.  Hubbard,  School  Committee,  30  00 

Bailey  Sargent,  Constable  services,  It  50 

u  services  as  Town  Clerk,  •  46  84 

“  Collector  and  paying  State  Aid,  148  76 

C.  W.  Emerson,  Constable,  29  50 

“  “  Police,  $62  50 

S.  P.  Jackman,  “  37  50 

P.  J.  Neal,  Constable  and  Police,  25  00 

125  00 


$1,028  80 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

C.  C  Morse  &  Son,  books  and  printing,  $  lt  75 

Thomas  Groom,  books  and  stationery,  9  8t 

W.  IL.  B.  Currier,  printing  warrants,  etc.,  41  00 

A.  W.  Mitchell  &  Co.,  badges  for  fire  wards,  \  6  75 

Frank  Jones,  expenses  laying  corner-stone  town  hall,  11  00 

A.  G.  Cobb,  stone  bounds,  15  00 

A.  M.  Waterhouse,  stone  posts,  1  50 

G.  W.  Nichols,  surveying  town  lines,  21  75 

S.  S.  Blodgett,  expense  running  town  lines,  2  50 

Alex.  Smart,  setting  bounds  and  lettering,  7  00 

E.  M.  Morse,  services  as  com.  on  division  of  town,  20  00w 

Hutchings  &  Wheeler,  legal  advice  and  drawing  lease,  15  00 

M.  Perry  Sargent,  drawing  lease,  2  00 

Blodgett  &  Davis,  coal  for  town  house,  36  72 
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Blodgett  &  Davis,  coal  for  lock-up,  3  05 

“  “  4  casks  cement,  9  00 

A.  J.  Scott,  labor  on  town  house,  17  05 

W.  H.  Blodgett,  care  of  town  house,  4  00 

“  “  express  and  freight,  45 

O.  W.  Little,  expressing,  1  95 

W.  H.  Haskell,  cash  paid  for  repairing  pump,  1  50 

“  “  copy  of  act  of  incorporation  of  town,  2  50 

“  11  tax  book,  1  50 

Nichols  &  Hale,  record  book,  9  81 

William  Lunt,  care  of  cemetery,  5  00 

Brewster,  Graves  &  Wills,  insurance,  117  83 

B.  F.  Carter  &  Co.,  “  50  00 

J.  E.  Currier,  wood  for  library  room,  3  00 

Heath  Brothers,  fitting  up  library  room,  273  35 

W.  H.  Thomas,  work  on  library  room,  30  00 

J.  W.  Gifford,  supplies  to  hall  and  library,  5  70 

G.  B.  Hoyt,  returns  of  deaths,  6  00 

A.  L.  Haskell,  mattresses  for  lock-up,  4  00 

A.  L.  Frye,  jury  box,  2  00 

Elmer  P.  Sargent,  treas.,  use  of  Mechanic’s  Hall  33  00 

Frank  E.  Little,  supplies  to  lock-up,  9  45 

G.  S.  Prescott,  lumber  for  steps  on  School  Street,  14  90 

Town  of  Amesbury,  balance  on  settlement,  140  35 

Total,  •  $953  23 


NOTES  AND  INTEREST  PAID. 

Samuel  Thompson’s  estate,  note  and  interest  paid,  $6,078  00 
.  J.  S.  Poyen,  interest,  6  25 

Haverhill  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  note  and  int  ,  7,142  34 

Total,  $13,226^59 
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The  town  is  indebted  as  follows  : 

Note  and  int.  Haverhill  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  $  3,570  00 


Five  notes*  running  1,  2,  3,  4  and  5  years,  for 

$500  each,  and  interest,  2,516  19 

Note  First  National  Bank,  Amesbury,'  2,000  00 

Fire  Department,  870  00 

City  Newburyport,  supplies  to  Caroline  Sargent,  15  00 

All  other  outstanding  bills  estimated,  100  00 

Two-fifths  of  old  debt  as  per  settlement,  15,327  76 

Total,  $24,398  95 

Gr. 


Due  from  state  treas.  for  bank  and  cor¬ 
poration  tax,  $280  71 

from  county  treas.  for  dog  money,  109  44 
from  state  for  state  aid,  471  00 

from  First  National  Bank?  for  rent,  45  83 
from  G-.  E.  Ricker,  “  41  50 

from  M.  W  Eastman,  “  18  75 

for  rent  of  property  bought  of  Poyen,  33  33 
from  Newburyport  on  Whalan  case,  86  88 
from  Amesbury,  on  Jenkins  case,  20  66 

Uncollected  taxes  in  hands  of  Bailey 

Sargent,  2,871  72 


Debt,  March  1,  1877, 


3,979  82 
20,419  13 


TREASURER’S  ACCOUNT  ENDING  MARCH,  1,  1877. 
1876.  Hr. 

May  16.  Hired  of  Haverhill  Five  Cent  Sav.  Bank,  7,000  00 
Dec.  4,  “  “  “  “  3,500  00 

*These  notes  were  given  to  hire  money  for  the  purchase  of  the  property 
on  the  corner  of  Main  and  School  Streets. 


17 


Keceived  of  state  treas.  National  Bank  tax, 

corporation  tax, 


« 


tt 


tt 


1877. 
Jan.  5, 
17 


Si 


18  26 
385  62 

107  05 


tt 


W.  Newbury,  case  N.  F.  Carleton, 
on  notes  payable  to  order  of  town 
treas.  for  purchase  of  property 
cor.  Main  and  School  Streets,  2,500  00 
“  for  use  of  town  hall,  24  00 

Feb.  1,  “  of  M.  W.  Eastman,  one  month's  rent,  18  75 

Feb.  20,  “  of  school  committee  for  tuition,  5  00 

Hired  of  First  National  Bank  of  Merrimac,  2,000  00 
State,  county,  and  town  taxes,  16,743  09 

Additions  since  cast,  101  20 

Interest  on  taxes,  10  16 


$32,363  13 


1876.  Or. 

Nov.  1,  Paid 

Allen  W.  Dodge,  treas.,  county  tax 

,  $  832  90 

Dec.  2, 

Charles  Endicott,  treas.  state  tax, 

1,008  00 

tt 

u  “  “  bank  “ 

■  1,054  41 

1877. 

Jan.  18,  “ 

J.  S.  Poyen,  real  estate,  cor.  Main 

and  School  Streets, 

2,500  00 

*i 

state  aid, 

471  00 

u 

abatements, 

112  80 

tt 

discount  on  taxes, 

489  67 

tt 

i 

Selectmen's  orders, 

23,022  57 

Uncollected  taxes  on  hand, 

2,811  12 

\  V? 

$32,363  13 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Support  of  schools,  $  4,814  18 

Support  of  poor,  514  36 

Highways  and  bridges,  2,425  41 

Notes  and  interest,  13,226  59 

Town  officers  pay,  including  police,  1,028  80 

Miscellaneous,  953  23 

$23,022  51 

CEMETERY  ACCOUNT. 

1811.  Dr. 

Jan.  1,  To  cash  from  last  year,  $306  15 

*  Interest,  11  05 

Sale  of  lots,  53  00 

Sale  of  hay,  1  50 

$318  30 
Or. 

By  cash  paid  for  labor  and  material,  $30  32 

“  •  “  D.  Gould  for  services,  5  00 

$35  32 

Balance  in  Savings  Bank,  $342  98 

DANIEL  GOULD,  Treasurer. 
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Tom  of  Memmac  in  account  will  town  of  Amestay. 


Dr,  To  bills  paid  as  follows  :  — 

Gideon  J.  Tuxbury,  board  of  Curtin  child, 

Moses  S.  Tuxbury,  highway  dist.  No.  11, 

Powow  River  National  Bank,  interest, 

A.  D.  Lawson,  Treas.  Niagara  Engine  Co., 

A.  L.  Baxter,  Foreman  Agile  “ 

A.  B.  Hollingsworth,  Clerk  Merrimac  Engine  Co., 
George  B.  Stiles,  “  Native  “  “ 

Wm.  P,  Fuller,  clerk,  M.  D.  F.  Steere,  H.  &  L.  Co., 
J.  W.  Perry,  spec.  Adm.  int.  on  S.  Thompson’s  note, 
Davis  Mason,  Highway  dist.  No.  5. 

Levi  T.  Currier,  “  “  2, 

S.  M.  Griggs,  Treas.,  State  Reform  School, 

E.  M.  Morse,  wood  for  schools, 

Blodgett  &  Davis,  incidentals  for  schools, 

“  “  coal  for  schools  at  corner, 

Philip  J.  Neal,  highway  dist.  No.  12, 

R.  J.  Carleton,  nursing  D.  W.  Carleton, 

Fred  Goodwin,  attendance  on  D.  W.  Carleton, 

H;  J.  Cushing,  med.  atten.  on  “  “ 

Blodgett  &  Davis,  supplies  to  D.  W.  Carleton, 

D.  A.  Moulton,  wood  to  D.  W.  Carleton, 

J.  L.  Merrill,  supplies  “  11 


%  8 

00 

32 

36 

46 

50 

525 

00 

345 

00 

355 

00 

314 

11 

253 

33 

360 

00 

1 

25 

35 

06 

22 

Y0 

2 

50 

4 

69 

n 

34 

18 

00 

40 

00 

39 

00 

14 

25 

15 

98 

4 

50 

4 

28 
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E.  A.  Wallace,  meals  to  travellers, 

C.  A.  Nayson,  Clerk  Atlantic  Hose  Company, 

Francis  Emerson,  Supt.  at  Almshouse,  salary, 

D.  A.  Titcomb  &  Son,  fuel  to  Mrs.  Griffin  and  lockup, 

“  11  11  grain  to  Almshouse, 

Perry  &  Tuckerman,  services  in  tax  case, 

Jenness  &  Bartlett  “  “ 

City  of  Haverhill,  supplies  to  Mrs.  Bunnells 
and  Whittier, 

H.  G.  Leslie,  School  Committee  services, 

City  of  Haverhill,  board,  nursing  and  attendance, 
of  Abigail  Jones  and  child, 

Cyrus  Cammett,  snow  bill, 

City  of  Haverhill,  Rocks  Bridge, 

Amelia  Fozzard,  note  and  interest, 

Mary  L.  Wadleigh,  note  and  interest, 

City  of  Boston,  supplies  to  Scanton,  Fitzpatrick, 
and  Grant, 

J.  H.  Davis,  treas.,  note. 

Michael  J.  Conners,  meals  to  travellers, 

City  of  Lawrence,  supplies  to  Thomas  Cummings, 
City  of  Newburyport,  supplies  to  Esther  Foster, 

C.  Sargent,  and  Lucy  A.  Smith, 

William  Dickenson,  treas.,  interest, 

C.  W.  Eaton,  “  “ 

J.  Morrill  &  Son,  supplies  to  Almshouse, 


4  80 
285  00 

33  49 

5  00 
12  83 

550  00 
362  20 

48  50 
15  00 

75  00 
83  38 

149  25 
580  78 
204  50 

21  02 

10,000  00 
8  40 
3  00 

89  75 
300  00 

150  00 
81  09 


City  of  Lynn, 
John  Sylvester, 
Morrill  Bros., 


U 


a 


u 


a 


a 


u 


John  McCabe's  family,  180  75 
C.  O.  Nutter, 

John  Herbert, 

Mrs.  Tunn, 
schools, 


Gustavus  Cammett, 

Geo.  Merritt,  fencing  road  while  building  bridge, 


17  70 
10  09 
1  70 
7  50 
1  00 
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Geo.  W.  Sargent,  wood  to  James  Lawton,  4  25 

0.  F.  Seavey,  medical  attend,  on  Mrs.  McCullam,  8  00 
“  “  “  Jas.  Lawton’s  da’ght’r,  9  00 

J.  W.  Creasey,  paper  and  cardboard  for  schools,  3  50 

W.  H,  B.  Currier,  printing,  9  00 

Henry  S.  Dearborn,  medical  attend,  at  Almshouse,  26  25 

National  Bank  of  Redemption,  note  and  interest,  5,150  00 

J.  D.  Pike,  supplies  to  S.  Boothroyd,  4  00 

Wells’  Express,  -  2  35 

Frank  Wiggin,  services  as  school  committee,  10  00 

Wm.  Stone,  trustee,  interest,  150  00 

S.  J.  Brown,  boots  to  C.  O.  Nutter,  2  50 

J.  T.  Clarkson,  shoes  to  Almshouse,  1  50 

John  O.  Currier,  truant  officer,  3  30 

F.  W.  Fuller,  treas.,  interest,  300  00 

E.  A.  Eaton,  “  “  150  00 

E.  N.  Nickerson,  guideboards,  3  00 

City  of  Boston,  supplies  to  John  Fitzpatrick,  7  36 

“  Lynn,  “  John  McCabe’s  family,  140  00 

“  Haverhill,  “  Merrill  and  Runnells,  54  70 

R  W.  Patten,  bricks  for  oven  at  Almshouse,  2  00 

E.  S.  Jaques,  milk  for  D.  W.  Carleton,  3  99 

Mrs.  T.  Page,  supplies  and  wash,  for  C.  O.  Nutter,  10  00 

Wm.  Sweet  11  to  Alvin  Martin,  16  08 

C.  L.  &  J.  W.  Allen,  supplies  to  Almshouse,  4  96 

F.  W.  P.  Goodwin,  highway  and  snow  bill,  54  03 

Charles  Wing  &  Co.,  supplies  to  Almshouse,  8.17 

O.  F.  Seavey,  med.  att.  on  John  T.  Holmes,  30  00 

A.  H.  Merrill,  treas.,  interest,  150  00 

O.  F.  Seavey,  med.  att.  on  Mrs.  C.  O.  Nutter,  34  90 

Kelley  &  Woods,  rent  of  hall  for  town  meeting,  75  00 

J.  C,  Tucker,  snow  bill,  5  00 
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I.  S.  Nichols,  snow  bill. 

12 

15 

John  P.  Sargent,  " 

28 

79 

“  highway  bill. 

38 

39 

Sawyer  Currier,  snow  bill, 

13 

70 

Calvin  Sargent,  “ 

4 

75 

Thomas  Hall,  schools, 

16 

00 

J.  L.  Hammett,  “ 

13 

59 

Wm,  Stone,  trustee,  interest, 

150 

00 

Wm,  A.  Spinney,  schools, 

23 

00 

David  L.  Balch,  “ 

11 

63 

W.  L.  Titus,  “ 

9 

76 

A.  T.  Coombs,  il 

1 

50 

M.  S.  Gibbs,  “ 

1 

95 

Mary  Haggerty,  “ 

4 

00 

A.  Cunningham,  care  of  schoolhouse, 

25 

50 

0.  S.  Bailey,  expenses  in  tax  case, 

7 

67 

“  “  to  Lynn,  McCabe  case, 

3 

00 

M.  C.  Flanders,  guideboards, 

70 

00 

Melinthy  Sargent,  board  of  John  T.  Holmes, 

48 

00 

John  G.  Lang,  shoeing  and  repairs  at  Almshouse, 

4 

% 

95 

B.  L.  Fifield,  supplies  at  Almshouse, 

1 

83 

R.  H.  Currier,  board  of  Mrs.  Mann,  7  weeks, 

10 

50 

J.  L.  Hammett,  schools, 

7 

55 

Bailey  Sargent,  paying  State  Aid  for  March, 

2 

50 

H.  Livingston,  supplies  to  Almshouse, 

14 

85 

James  Whittier,  repairs  on  schoolhouse, 

1 

50 

Town  of  Salisbury,  Essex  M.  Bridge, 

512 

25 

State  Aid  for  March  and  April, 

90 

00 

June  and  December,  interest  on  town  bonds, 

1,000 

00 

John  B.  Barnard,  interest, 

60 

00 

Interest, 

335 

47 

Total, 

$24,764 

26 
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Cr.  By  receipts,  as  follows : — 

;  ■' 

From  Newburyport, 

$  TO  50 

State,  for  paupers, 

61  65 

Salisbury, 

It  40 

State,  State  Aid, 

1,296  00 

“  school  fund, 

321  20 

West  Newbury,  Carleton  case. 

122  00 

Estate  of  N.  Gordon, 

50  00 

Bailey  Sargent,  taxes, 

9,902  62 

E.  M.  Morse,  “ 

too  00 

State,  corporation^  and  bank  tax, 

1,344  23 

Total, 

$13,89t  60 

Town  of  Merrimac  to  town  of  Amesbury, 


Dr.  To  board  of  following  persons  in  Almshouse 

to  March 

1, 

18tt. 

John  Hubbard,  43  weeks  at  $1.82 

$t8 

26 

Eliza  Patten,  “  11  “ 

IS 

26 

Olive  Pressey,  11  11  “ 

IS 

26 

Dolly  Sargent,  “  “  “ 

•  -  i 

IS 

26 

$313  04 


MILITARY  SETTLEMENTS 

• 

Margaret  Laroche,  43  weeks, 

$T8  26 

Richard  11  11 

t8  26 

Fred  “  “ 

18  26 

Annie  E.  “  a 

18  26 

John  Cooper,  4  weeks, 

1  28 

$320  32 

of  which  Merrimac  pays  two-fifths, 

128*13 

$441  11 
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To  cash  paid  on  Judith  Hoag’s  case  per  bill  rendered,  116  50 
To  supplies  furnished  Wm.  Bellel,  “  “  16  91 

“  and  med.  att.  furnished  L.  Warner’s  family 

per  bill  rendered,  35  11 

$168  52 


RECAPITULATION. 

Total  expenditures,  $24,164  26 

“  Receipts,  13,891  60 

Balance,  $10  866  66 

Two-fifths  of  balance  due  from  Merrimac,  $4,346  66 

Support  of  poor  in  Almshouse,  441  11 

“  “  out  of  Almshouse,  168  52 

$4,956  35 


Due  from  Amesbury  on  div.  town  property,  $1,000  00 
Three-fifths  of  S.  Thompson’s  note  and 

interest,  $6,360  3,816  00 

$4,816  00 

Balance,  $140  35 

Order  drawn  for  above  amount  in  settlement. 


Statement  for  town  of  Amesbury  and  Merrimac. 
The  town  is  indebted  as  follows  : — 


Town  bonds, 

$20,000 

00 

“  notes, 

20,000 

00 

J.  B.  Barnard,  note, 

1,000 

00 

Ed.  Rowell, 

1,000 

00 

Jacob  Huntington,  note, 

300 

00 

Nancy  Morse,  “ 

203 

50 

s 


Interest, 

540 

00 

Claims,  estimated, 

400 

00 

Total, 

$43,443 

50 

Or. 

By  uncollected  taxes  in  hands  of  E.  M.  Morse, 

$1,192 

56 

“  “  “  “  Bailey  Sargent, 

2,428 

96 

State,  for  paupers, 

32 

34 

State  for  State  Aid, 

356 

00 

Collectors’  bonds,  1861  and  1868, 

1,041 

75 

D.  M.  Tukesbury,  Adm.  estate  of  A.  Bagley, 

64 

50 

City  of  Lynn, 

8 

00 

Total, 

$5,124 

11 

Total  debt, 

$43,443 

50 

“  credits, 

5,124 

11 

Balance, 

$38,319 

39 

of  which  Merrimac  should  pay  two-fifths, 

$15,321 

76 

4 
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Report  of  Committee  on  division  of  Town  Property. 


A  committee  consisting  of  the  board  of  Selectmen,  E.  M„ 
Morse,  and  John  S.  Poyen  chosen  to  arrange  a  settlement  and 
division  of  property  with  the  town  of  Amesbury  have  the  honor 
to  make  the  following  report  : — 

After  several  meetings  with  the  committee  on  the  part  of 
Amesbury,  and  making  an  inventory  of  all  the  public  property, 
and  estimating  the  value  of  the  same,  both  committees  united 
on  the  following  terms  : — 

Merrimae  and  Amesbury  to  keep  all  the  public  property  lo¬ 
cated  within  their  respective  town  limits,  and  Amesbury  to  pay 
the  town  of  Merrimae  one  thousand  dollars,  for  excess  of  three- 
fifths  of  the  property  located  in  said  town.  Both  towns  have 
accepted  the  terms  of  settlement,  and  a  committee  chosen  from 
each  town,  consisting  of  the  Selectmen  of  Merrimae  and  the 
Selectmen  with  the  Town  Treasurer  of  Amesbury  to  give  and 
receive  deeds  of  all  the  above  property. 

We  have  conveyed  to  Amesbury  all  our  right  and  title  of 
the  property  situated  in  said  town,  and  have  received  from 
Amesbury  a  deed  of  all  the  property  located  in  the  town  of 
Merrimae. 

The  committee  chosen  by  the  town  to  survey  and  establish 
the  line  between  Merrimae  and  Amesbury  have  performed  that 
duty,  and  report  the  line  established  in  accordance  with  the  act 


% 


27 


of  incorporation.  Bound-stones  have  been  placed  at  the  point 
on  New  Hampshire  line,  both  shores  of  Kimball's  Pond,  and 
the  highways. 

In  concluding  this  report,  we  feel  it  to  be  our  duty,  as  it  is 
most  certainly  our  very  great  pleasure,  to  congratulate  our  fel¬ 
low-citizens  upon  the  very  pleasant  and  auspicious  circum¬ 
stances  under  which  we  commence  our  career  as  a  new  town. 
Thanks  to  the  liberality  of  our  former  fellow-townsman,  Wil¬ 
liam  P.  Sargent,  Esq.,  we  are  to-day  in  the  enjoyment  of  the 
possession  of  a  beautiful  and  commodious  building,  which  for 
the  purposes  of  a  Town  Hall  and  Public  Library,  will  be  ample 
for  our  need  for  many  years  to  come.  Let  us  hope  that  it  may 
long  be  preserved,  that  in  future  years  our  children's  children 
may  point  to  it  with  pride  as  the  noble  gift  of  one  of  our  noble 
sons  We  recommend  that  the  town  cause  a  tablet  to  be  pro¬ 
cured  and  placed  in  the  vestibule  of  the  building  with  a  suita 
ble  inscription  thereon  commemorative  of  the  donor  To  those 
of  our  citizens  who  so  generously  provided  the  location,  to 
Patten  Sargent,  Esq.,  for  his  valuable  gift  of  a  Tower  Clock, 
also  to  Dr.  James  R.  Nichols,  another  of  our  large  hearted 
sons,  for  his  very  valuable  and  generous  donation  of  books,  and 
to  all  our  friends,  both  far  and  near,  who  have  aided  us  in  the 
establishment  of  our  much-needed  Public  Library,  we  feel  that 
our  town  is  under  lasting  obligations. 

Let  us,  as  a  town,  make  our  record  such  that  we  shall  be 
deemed  deserving  of  the  benefits  so  generously  bestowed. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 


WILLIAM  H.  HASKELL, )  Selectmen 
S.  S.  BLODGETT,  l  of 

ALEX.  SMART,  )  Merrimac. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  MERRIMAC. 


It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  present  this,  the  first  annual  re¬ 
port  of  the  schools  of  the  towns,  to  the  citizens  of  Merrimac. 

The  position  a  town  occupies  in  the  Commonwealth  is  decided 
in  a  great  measure,  by  the  opportunities  it  gives  its  children  to 
make  the  most  of  themselves.  During  the  past  year  we  have 
had  good  teachers,  and,  as  the  result,  good  schools  and  good 
progress  on  the  part  of  the  scholars. 

There  is  an  effort  being  made  by  the  school  committee  and 
the  teachers  to  thoroughly  grade  the  schools  of  the  town,  so 
that  every  advancement  of  a  scholar  to  the  next  grade  shall 
mean  not  only  that  the  scholar  has  been  in  school  so  long  a 
time,  but  also  that  he  has  made  a  certain  amount  of  progress 
in  his  studies. 

We  have  a  desire  that  our  schools  shall  stand  among  the 
best  in  the  State.  Money  will  make  our  schools  equal  to  the 
best.  The  money  that  a  town  spends,  year  by  year,  upon  her 
children,  is  not  lost,  but  is  an  investment  that  yields  large  re- 
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turns.  It  cannot  be  expected  that  the  scholars  in  our  Interme¬ 
diate  and  Grammar  schools  shall  make  as  great  progress  in 
eight  months’  as  the  scholars  in  the  cities  and  larger  towns 
make  in  ten  months’  instruction. 

We  trust  that  the  town  will  see  that  many  of  the  children 
have  no  need  of  four  months’  vacation,  especially  at  an  age  when 
time  is  so  valuable  in  laying  a  firm  foundation  for  a  good  edu¬ 
cation.  The  town  gives  to  the  committee  sixty-four  little  chil¬ 
dren,  one  room,  and  one  teacher.  How  much  progress  do  you 
expect  in  the  scholars  ?  How  much  good  air  do  you  expect  in 
the  room  ?  How  much  good  health  do  you  expect  in  the  chil¬ 
dren  ? 

During  the  past  term  five  hundred  and  eighteen  have  visited 
our  schools,  aside  from  the  great  number  that  have  crowded  the 
various  school-rooms  during  the  days  of  their  public  examina¬ 
tions,  thus  revealing  a  commendable  interest,  on  the  part  of  the 
town,  in  the  welfare  of  her  schools. 


MERRIMAC  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

MR.  FRANK  WIGGIN,  TEACHER. 

We  have,  as  Principal  of  our  High  School,  a  man  who  takes 
a  personal  interest  in  each  one  of  his  scholars, — one  who  real¬ 
izes  that  something  more  is  expected  of  a  teacher  than  simply 
to  go  through  the  regular  routine  of  school  duties.  With  a 
teacher  whose  heart  and  mind  are  upon  his  work  we  may  expect 
a  successful  school. 

The  course  of  study  adopted  for  the  High  Schools  is  as  ex¬ 
tensive  as  can  be  profitably  pursued  in  the  time  allotted,  and 
every  pupil  who  honestly  and  conscientiously  completes  the 
same,  will  be  well-fitted  for  the  ordinary  business  of  life,  or  for 
entering  other  and  more  advanced  schools.  That  scholars 
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realize  the  importance  of  mastering  the  higher  studies  of  the 
course,  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  twenty  are  studying  Latin, 
an  optional  study,  a  like  number  are  pursuing  Algebra,  and  a 
fine  class  of  six,  Geometry. 

The  progress  of  the  school  during  the  year  just  past,  has 
been  satisfactory.  Test  examples  in  Arithmetic,  the  analysis 
of  English  sentences  on  the  blackboard,  the  daily  writing  of 
compositions,  and  the  illustrative  experiments  in  Philosophy, 
are  examples  of  correct  methods  of  teaching  pursued  in  this 
school.  A  class  in  Geology  have  completed  Steele’s  text¬ 
book  during  the  year,  and  display  a  familiarity  with  that 
branch  of  science  not  usually  attained  by  persons  of  their  age. 

The  lower  branches  have  not  been  neglected,  but  reading, 
spelling,  history,  physiology, drawing  and  writing, have  received 
all  the  attention  that  could  possibly  be  given  in  a  school  where 
fifteen  recitations  must  be  heard  in  six  hours. 

MERRIMAC  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 

Summer  Term — Miss  Linda  E.  Ladd,  Teacher. 

Winter  Term — Miss  Annie  W.  Kelly,  Teacher. 

The  summer  term  was  somewhat  interrupted  by  sickness 
on  the  part  of  the  teacher,  but  otherwise  the  school  year  has 
been  uniformly  successful  and  prosperous.  Both  teachers 
followed  Normal  methods  of  instruction,  and  the  scholars 
have  learned  to. depend  on  themselves  in  recitation,  succeed¬ 
ing  or  failing  according  to  their  comprehension  of  the  prin¬ 
ciples  involved.  The  analysis  of  the  History  lesson,  and  the 
method  of  teaching  Geography  by  map-drawing  and  subse¬ 
quent  location  of  important  rivers,  towns,  etc.,  should  be 
specially  commended.  The  adoption  of  Calisthenics  and  elocu¬ 
tionary  exercises,  are  not  only  conducive  to  health,  but  have 
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served  to  relieve  the  monotony  of  school  life,  and  have  been 
a  pleasant  feature  in  connection  with  the  school.  Thorough¬ 
ness  has  been  the  aim  of  the  teacher,  and  her  education, 
training,  and  love  of  her  avocation,  render  her  amply  compe¬ 
tent  to  fill  her  responsible  position. 

MERRIMAC  INTERMEDIATE  SCHOOLS. 

Summer  Term — Miss  Annie  W.  Kelly,  Teacher. 

Winter  Term — Miss  Carrie  P.  Manning,  Teacher. 

The  school  year  just  closed  has  been  of  unexceptional 
prosperity  ;  and  that  parents  and  friends  have  been  interested 
in  the  school  is  abundantly  proved  by  the  fact  that  the 
names  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  visitors  appear  on  the  reg¬ 
ister,  besides  those  present  at  the  closing  examination. 

The  teachers  have  labored  assiduously,  both  in  and  out  of 
school  for  its  interests,  and  the  success  accompanying  such 
diligent  effort  has  been  in  a  corresponding  ratio.  Here  as 
in  the  Grammar  school,  exercises  in  Elocution  and  Calis¬ 
thenics  have  been  introduced  with  like  results.  The  disci¬ 
pline  of  the  school  has  been  maintained  by  kind  measures, 
and  all  school  work  has  been  done  with  promptness  and 
cheerfulness.  Miss  Manning  is  a  graduate  of  Salem  Normal 
School,  and  possesses  the  requisite  qualifications  for  a  suc¬ 
cessful  teacher. 

*  / 

MERRIMAC  PRIMARY  SCHOOL. 

Miss  Annie  E.  Edwards,  Teacher. 

This  school  has  been  somewhat  crowded  in  regard  to 
numbers  during  the  year  just  past.  While  the  statute  fixes 
fifty  as  the  limit  for  a  room,  there  have  been  in  this  school 
sixty-four  for  a  part  of  the  time.  That  the  school  should  be 
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divided  is  evident  to  the  committee  and  to  those  parents 
who  have  given  any  attention  to  the  subject.  The  success 
of  the  teacher,  who  has  had  charge  of  the  school  for  three 
years,  when  we  consider  the  fact  that  she  had  no  special 
training  for  her  vocation,  has  been  remarkable,  and  many 
kind  wishes  will  accompany  her  to  the  Normal  school, 
whither  she  has  gone  to  fit  herself  for  the  teacher’s  profes¬ 
sion. 

A  quiet,  unwearying  faithfulness  has  ever  characterized  the 
teacher’s  work  in  connection  with  her  school,  and  the  little 
people  have  been  happy  and  contented,  The  closing  exam¬ 
ination  was  very  satisfactory,  and  demonstrated  the  thorough¬ 
ness  and  efficiency  of  the  teaching.  The  names  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  fourteen  visitors  on  the  register  show  the  interest 
manifested  by  parents  and  friends  in  this  school. 


MERRIM A CPORT  SCHOOLS. 

HIGH - J.  W.  CHENEY,  JR.,  TEACHER. 

This  school  has  been  particularly  fortunate  for  several  years 
in  having  the  services  of  good  teachers.  Mr.  Cheney  who 
commenced  at  the  beginning  of  the  fall  term  is  a  graduate  of 
Dartmouth  College.  He  brings  to  his  work  a  valuable  experi¬ 
ence  of  six  years’  academic  labor,  and  also  a  natural  adapted 
ness  to  and  love  for  his  calling.  He  is  a  good  scholar,  and  as 
an  instructor  is  thorough,  efficient,  and  popular.  He  was  most 
cordially  welcomed  at  the  outset,  and  by  his  kind  and  gentle¬ 
manly  bearing  has  gained  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all. 

His  prompt,  earnest,  and  self-sacrificing  spirit,  his  superior 
musical  education,  his  appreciation  of  art  and  familiarity  with 
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the  principles  of  science  and  literature  eminently  fit  him  for 
his  responsible  position. 

There  has  been  introduced  a  classification  somewhat  new 
and  improved,  and  a  system  of  grading  whereby  the  number 
of  daily  recitations  for  each  scholar  has  been  reduced  to  three, 

Speaking  and  composition  have  received  more  attention. 
Written  examinations  more  frequent,  and  especially  at  the  close 
of  each  text-book. 

The  committee  notice  also  the  improved  methods  of  present¬ 
ing  the  subjects  of  percentage  and  interest. 

Seventy-seven  per  cent  of  the  school  engage  in  the  study  of 
Latin.  Three  or  four  contemplate  a  collegiate  education. 

In  scholarship  and  deportment  commendable  advancement 
has  been  made.  Whispering  without  permission  has  been  al¬ 
most  entirely  eradicated.  The  new  marking  system  has  aroused 
an  esprit  de  corps  throughout  the  school,  three-fourths  of  the 
pupils  already  belong  to  the  “  self-governing  class.”  Two 
electrical  machines  are  in  process  of  construction  by  some  of 
the  members  of  the  class  in  Physics.  These,  together  with  the 
valuable  cabinet  of  geological  specimens  collected  and  ar¬ 
ranged  by  the  former  principal, the  three  hundred  and  fifty  spec¬ 
imens  of  insects,  the  philosophical  and  chemical  apparatus  are 
important  contributions  to  the  resources  of  the  school  and  should 
be  duly  appreciated  and  carefully  preserved. 


GRAMMAR. - MISS  NELLY  F.  WORTHEN,  TEACHER. 

This  school  has  been  for  several  years  under  the  same  teacher, 
who  has  sustained  her  well-earned  reputation  for  thorough 
and  faithful  methods  of  instruction.  Miss  Worthen  is  of  an 
amiable  and  kind  disposition,  prompt  and  ready,  and  labors  as¬ 
siduously  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  her  pupils.  The  at¬ 
tendance  during  the  year  has  been  good,  and  steady  progress 
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made  in  the  various  branches  of  study.  The  classes  in  arith¬ 
metic,  geography,  and  grammar  acquitted  themselves  well. 
In  penmanship  and  drawing  much  credit  is  due  both  to  teacher 
and  pupil  ;  the  motto  being  “Not  how  much,  but  how  well/’ 
Some  of  the  young  lads  have  not  always  been  as  mindful  as 
they  ought  of  what  is  expected  of  them  in  the  matter  of  prompt 
obedience  and  proper  decorum.  This  is  becoming  a  somewhat 
serious  hindrance  to  the  prosperity  of  the  school,  demanding 
the  especial  attention  of  parents,  and  all  concerned.  Bad 
example  is  contagious.  Good  order  and  wholesome  discipline 
are  indispensable,  and  should  be  secured,  at  whatever  cost. 

The  closing  exercises  of  the  school  were  made  interest'ng  to 
the  large  number  of  visitors  present  by  being  interspersed  with 
good  reading,  recitations,  music,  and  an  original  paper  of  su¬ 
perior  merit. 

PRIMARY - MARY  A.  TUSON,  TEACHER. 

As  one  visits  this  school  and  looks  upon  the  smiling  grougs 
of  little  folks  that  crowd  the  none  too-capacious  school-room, 
the  first  impression  is  the  cheerful  and  happy  appearance  of 
things;  but  we  should  remember  that  it  is  no  easy  matter  to 
take  care  of  fifty  small  children  day  after  day,  week  after 
week,  and  month  after  month,  and  never  get  nervous,  cross, . 
or  out  of  patience. 

Mrs.  Tuson  has,  by  her  matronly  bearing,  kind  and  gen¬ 
erous  spirit,  perfect  self-control  under  all  circumstances,  acoHH 
plished  a  work  for  which  the  parents  and  guardians  owe  a 
great  debt  of  gratitude.  The  exercises  on  the  outline  maps 
in  geography  were  very  creditable,  the  reading  and  spelling 
excellent,  and  the  singing  very  good. 

The  committee  noticed  with  pleasure  the  unusual  pains¬ 
taking  in  writing  and  drawing.  The  specimens  of  penman- 
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ship  were  worthy  of  scholars  of  a  more  advanced  grade.  This 
teacher  has  a  happy  faculty  of  keeping  the  young  minds 
employed  either  by  drawing  on  the  blackboard  or  with  slate 
and  pencil,  making  letters  and  figures,  or  doing  little  sums. 


BIRCH  MEADOW  SCHOOL. 

MISS  HATTIE  E.  SARGENT,  TEACHER. 

This  school  has  been  fortunate  in  having  the  same  teacher 
who  taught  so  satisfactorily  last  year,  and  equally  gratifying 
results  have  crowned  her  efforts.  The  discipline  has  been  per¬ 
fect  and  the  instructions  thorough  and  systematic.  The  ex¬ 
amination  showed  that  good  progress  had  been  made  during 
the  year  in  the  various  studies  pursued.  It  was  pleasant  to 
note  the  increase  from  seven  scholars  in  the  spring  term  to 
fourteen  in  the  winter  term.  The  average  attendance  was 
very  good. 

LANDING  SCHOOL. 

MISS  NELLIE  M.  FOWLER,  TEACHER. 

This  is  one  of  our  smaller  schools  numbering  but  fifteen 
scholars,  but  it  has  been  highly  successful.  A  good  degree 
of  interest  has  been  maintained  in  the  several  studies  pursued. 
Satisfactory  progress  was  made  in  reading,  spelling,  and  arith¬ 
metic.  The  order  of  the  school  was  all  that  could  be  de¬ 
sired. 

The  kindest  and  most  pleasant  relations  appeared  to  exist 
between  teacher  and  pupil. 

By  methods  original  and  otherwise  the  younger  pupils  were 
amused  and  entertained  in  their  leisure  moments  and  thereby 
kept  out  of  mischief. 
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The  teacher  is  not  so  demonstrative  as  some,  but  through 
her  quiet  and  persevering  efforts  day  by  day,  the  best  of  re¬ 
sults  are  reached. 

Some  repairs  have  been  made  during  the  year  in  and  about 
the  school  building,  and  it  is  hoped  that  those  persons  who, 
during  the  vacation,  maliciously  or  otherwise  break  windows 
and  wantonly  commit  other  depredations  will  be  prosecuted 
to  the  full  extent  of  the  law. 

The  committee  would  suggest  to  the  people  of  this  dis¬ 
trict  to  look  after  their  school  property ;  and  to  the  parents 

* 

to  visit  the  school  more  and  encourage  prompt  and  punctual 
attendance.  This  advice  is  not  limited  to  this  neighborhood, 
but  is  equally  applicable  to  other  sections. 

BEAR  HILL  SCHOOL 

MISS  ANNA  G.  PEABODY,  TEACHER. 

This  school  was  very  fortunate  in  securing  the  services  of 
Miss  Peabodj7,  a  graduate  of  Salem  Normal  school,  who  labored 
faithfully  and  earnestly  to  make  this  a  school  second  to  none 
in  town,  and  she  was,  to  a  considerable  degree,  successful. 
The  examination  was  very  satisfactory,  some  of  the  classes 
acquitting  themselves  admirably.  The  school  has  fully  sus¬ 
tained  the  position  it  occupied  one  year  ago. 

The  number  of  scholars  in  the  spring  term  was  larger  than 
for  several  years  past.  The  average  attendance  in  the  winter 
term  was  very  much  reduced  by  causes  entirely  outside  of  the 
school. 

HIGHLANDS  SCHOOL. 

MISS  MARIA  G.  SMILEY,  TEACHER. 

This  school  has  been  under  the  care  of  the  same  teacher 
as  last  year,  who  has  labored  earnestly  and  faithfully  to  in- 
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terest  and  instruct  her  scholars,  but  perhaps  greater  progress 


would  have  been  made  if  there  had  been  more  regular  and 


punctual  attendance.  The  school  was  closed  without  an  ex-  4 
amination,  owing  to  there  being  so  few  scholars  the  last  three 
weeks  of  the  term.  For  three  days  in  succession  near  the 
close  of  the  term,  but  one  scholar  was  present.  It  seems  al¬ 
most  a  useless  expenditure  of  money  to  maintain  a  school 
where  there  is  not  sufficient  interest  manifested  by  parents 
and  scholars  to  ensure  a  reasonably  regular  attendance. 

The  general  progress  and  management  of  the  school  has 
been  in  the  main  satisfactory. 


Most  respectfully  submitted, 


E.  M.  DINSMORE, 

0.  F.  SEAYEY. 

WM.  H.  HUBBARD, 
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